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Tertiary Education 
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Women in the labour force (25-65) are nowadays more likely 
than men to hold a tertiary degree
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Compared to 2000, this gender gap has increased in all countries and is now very high
in some countries
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… and young men tend to be early school leavers 
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Gender differences in performance in 

upper secondary education
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Girls have a sizeable advantage in reading in all countries



Girls also tend to be higher performers than boys, 
and boys are among the low performers in Reading
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Girls perform slightly below boys on average in mathematics, but not in all countries
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The gender gap in Science is low on average in OECD 
countries, but there are marked countries differences
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All three topics together, 
below level 2

Boys are much more likely to be low achievers in all three topics …



Above level 5

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

B
-S

-J
-Z

 (
C

hi
na

)
S

in
ga

po
re

H
on

g 
K

on
g 

(C
hi

na
)

M
ac

ao
 (

C
hi

na
)

C
hi

ne
se

 T
ai

pe
i

K
or

ea
N

et
he

rla
nd

s
S

w
itz

er
la

nd
Ja

pa
n

P
ol

an
d

C
an

ad
a

B
el

gi
um

E
st

on
ia

S
lo

ve
ni

a
S

w
ed

en
C

ze
ch

 R
ep

ub
lic

N
or

w
ay

G
er

m
an

y
U

ni
te

d 
K

in
gd

om
F

in
la

nd
D

en
m

ar
k

Ic
el

an
d

Lu
xe

m
bo

ur
g

O
E

C
D

 a
ve

ra
ge

N
ew

 Z
ea

la
nd

S
lo

va
k 

R
ep

ub
lic

A
us

tr
ia

A
us

tr
al

ia
F

ra
nc

e
P

or
tu

ga
l

M
al

ta
Li

th
ua

ni
a

Is
ra

el
R

us
si

a
La

tv
ia

Ita
ly

U
ni

te
d 

S
ta

te
s

H
un

ga
ry

Ir
el

an
d

S
pa

in
B

el
ar

us
S

er
bi

a
U

ni
te

d 
A

ra
b 

E
m

ira
te

s
T

ur
ke

y
U

kr
ai

ne
C

ro
at

ia
C

yp
ru

s
B

ul
ga

ria
G

re
ec

e
B

ru
ne

i D
ar

us
sa

la
m

T
ha

ila
nd

R
om

an
ia

Q
at

ar
M

al
ay

si
a

M
ol

do
va

A
lb

an
ia

Le
ba

no
n

K
az

ak
hs

ta
n

M
on

te
ne

gr
o

B
ak

u 
(A

ze
rb

ai
ja

n)
N

or
th

 M
ac

ed
on

ia
G

eo
rg

ia
C

hi
le

U
ru

gu
ay

B
os

ni
a 

an
d 

H
er

ze
go

vi
na

B
ra

zi
l

Jo
rd

an
In

do
ne

si
a

P
er

u
M

ex
ic

o
C

ol
om

bi
a

C
os

ta
 R

ic
a

S
au

di
 A

ra
bi

a
A

rg
en

tin
a

M
or

oc
co

P
hi

lip
pi

ne
s

K
os

ov
o

D
om

in
ic

an
 R

ep
ub

lic
P

an
am

a

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 o

f 
th

e 
p

o
p

u
la

ti
o

n

Proportion of HIGH achievers in mathematics PISA, by gender
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… but 15 years-old girls are less likely than boys to be high achievers in math



There are fewer girls at the higher levels of proficiency levels in Mathematics
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Girls and boys have different career expectations 
and still chose different career paths
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Tertiary educated men and women aged 25 to 65 chose
to graduate in different fields of study
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These differences in career expectations are reflected in university 
enrolments, which haven’t evolved since 2005
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Female ICT enrolment tends to decrease
in some countries.
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ICT sector

• Employment growth 8 times higher than average
• Shortages of ICT specialists

BUT
• Very few girls aspire to become ICT professionals
• ICT education does not lead to ICT jobs for women
• Share of women ICT specialists is vey low

8 out of 10
Employed ICT specialists are men



15-year-olds Girls and Boys have different career expectations
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How field-of-study choices affect skills 

development at university



Male university students have 
higher proficiency in numeracy than women
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Female students are 
better at numeracy

Male students are 
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SURVEY OF ADULT SKILLS 
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Different competencies lead to different 
opportunities 
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Effect of narrowing the STEM gender gap on GDP 
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• Improvement in GDP per 
capita by 0.7 to 0.9% 

• Improvement in GDP by 
€130 to €180 billion

• Improvement in GDP per 
capita by 2.2 to 3.0%

• Improvement in GDP by 
€610 to €820 billion

Rapid improvement in gender equality Slow improvement in gender equality

EIGE- Gender equality index 2022



Thank you!

More information about our Work:
www.oecd.org

All publications and database about Gender:
www.oecd.org/gender

For more information, contact: 

Marta.Encinas-Martin@oecd.org

http://www.oecd.org/
http://www.oecd.org/gender
mailto:Marta.Encinas-Martin@oecd.org
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